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Data Union Strategy

• Scaling up access to data for AI to ensure our businesses have access to 

high-quality data needed for innovation

• Launch the first data labs to scale up data availability and create links between data spaces and 

AI ecosystems – they will pool both private and public resources to make high-quality sectoral data 

available to companies, including SMEs, and researchers using AI and provide relevant data 

services for AI-driven innovation

• Scale up common European data spaces, supported by ongoing EU investment of around EUR 

100 million, creating new data spaces across key sectors, including a defence data space.

• Explore horizontal enablers to boost the entire data economy. In particular, expanding high-value 

datasets under the Open Data Directive, making 30 million digitised cultural objects available for AI 

training, boosting the use of synthetic data and the EU’s production output.



• Streamlining data rules to give legal certainty to businesses and reduce 

compliance costs

• Model contractual terms for data access and use

• Standard contractual clauses for cloud computing contracts

• A Data Act legal helpdesk
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Data Union Strategy
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Data Union Strategy

• Safeguarding the EU’s data sovereignty to strengthen our global position on 

international data flows

• Issuing guidelines to assess fair treatment of EU data abroad

• Creating a toolbox to counter unjustified localisation, exclusion, data leakage and adoption 

measures to protection sensitive non-personal data
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Digital Omnibus

• Better and simpler data access

• Helping EU companies compete globally and strengthen Europe’s tech sovereignty. 

• Making the privacy framework simpler, clearer and innovation-friendly while maintaining the 

highest level of data protection. 

• Improving online experience for users: one-click to consent or reject cookies and users’ 

cookie preferences saved and respected. 

• Streamlined cybersecurity reporting 

• Introducing a single-entry point where companies can meet all incident-reporting obligations. 

• Innovation-friendly AI rules 
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EUROPEAN BUSINESS WALLETS

• Makes it easier and more secure for companies to operate anywhere in the EU. 

• Allows companies and public bodies identify, authenticate and exchange. 

• By reducing administrative processes and costs, it could unlock up to €150 

billion in savings for businesses each year.



50% 
EN

Market / 
Information 
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EU/2

50% 
not EN

Market / 
Information 

size: 
~MS only
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Breaking down language barriers in Europe has the potential to 

boost intra-European trade by up to 

EUR 360 billion

Recent study finding, Market study on 

language technologies

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f393a5e3-70fa-11f0-bf4e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f393a5e3-70fa-11f0-bf4e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f393a5e3-70fa-11f0-bf4e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Language Technology Landscape

LT Crucial for Preserving 
Identity and Competitiveness

Maintaining languages, 
cultures, and diversity

Achieving efficiency in 
a multilingual Europe

Turning diversity into 
opportunities

European Commission’s
Actions

Compute

Data

AI Talent

AI FactoriesGenAI4EU



European Language Technologies Landscape

1. Language data. 

2. Language Models.  3. Language Services.

Language 

Data Space

ALT - EDIC



The Common European
Language Data Space (LDS)
• Overview

• Architecture
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Language Data Space – Architecture
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Alliance for Language
Technology EDIC (ALT-EDIC) 
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Preserve linguistic and cultural 
diversity in Europe

Technological leadership 
and strategic autonomy

Respect European rules and 
values

Cooperation

Raising awareness

Federate MS and 
EU language data 
resources

Fine-tuning existing
language modelsSeed fund for

new language
models

Ease HPC access

Support SMEs take up

European
Ecosystem

Members [18]

FR, BG, CZ, DK, ES, FI, 
GR, HR, HU, IE, IT, LT, LV, 
LU, NL, PL, SI, Flanders

Observers [9]

AT, BE, CY, EE, MT, 
PT, RO, SE, SK

Interested [1]

DE

Objectives Actions PlanParticipation

Alliance for Language Technologies 

European Digital Infrastructure 

Consortium

Projects (Costs)

- LLMs4EU
- ALT-EDIC4EU
- OpenEuroLLM
- LLM-BRIDGE

€ 40 Mio

€ 4 Mio

€ 40 Mio

€ 6,8 Mio

Budget
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Action Plan - Data

Data

Support the development and training of Language Models (LMs)

Ensures a diverse and inclusive linguistic landscape.
- All European Languages
- Addresses the scarcity of training data for specific languages (less spoken languages)

- Federate existing EU and Member States language and multimodal resources.
- Foster exchange and collection of high-quality language data

- Leverage the capabilities of the Language Data Space.
- Synergies with Member States initiatives

Data Ecosystem

Language Coverage

Federation of Resources

Synergies
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Action Plan – Existing Models

Existing
Models

- Creation of a comprehensive repository of existing open-source language models.
- Facilitating reuse by industrial actors within the ALT-EDIC ecosystem.

- Development of tailored methods for fine-tuning language models.
- Focus on ensuring accessibility for SMEs in AI development.

- Introduction of robust methodologies for evaluating and certifying language models.
- Emphasis on ensuring high standards and performance in language technologies.

Implementation of measures for fair evaluation, certification, and normalization

Open-Source Repository

Fine-Tuning Methods for SMEs

Methodologies for Evaluation

Addressing Bias in NLP Models
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Action Plan – New Models

New 
Models

- ALT-EDIC operates as a central pool seed fund.
- Facilitates the aggregation of public and private resources for language model 
projects.

- Encourages collaboration between public and private entities.
- Aims to leverage diverse resources for robust and innovative language model 
development.

- Provides essential access to European High-Performance Computing (HPC) 
resources.

Enables the launch and ongoing development of new Large Language Model projects

Seed fund for new Language Models

Public-Private Collaboration

Access to High-Performance Computing (HPC)

Project Launch and Development
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Action Plan – Ecosystem

Ecosystem

- ALT-EDIC functions as a central advisory point.
- Offers guidance to public administrations on AI and language technologies.

- Implements a cultural program centered around AI for languages.
- Aims to engage the public in discussions and awareness about AI and language 
technologies.

- Focuses on empowering Language Technology end-users.
- Encourages end-users to become contributors and active participants in the 
Language Technology landscape.

- Addresses challenges of AI and language technologies in a multilingual context

Advisory Hub

Cultural Program on AI-based Language Technologies

Empowering Language Technologies End-Users

Multilingual Context
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ALT-EDIC4EU

€ 4 millions 
Coordination and Support 

Action (100%)

Support the 

Coordination 
of a European 

Language 
Technologies 
Ecosystem

LLMs4EU

€ 20 millions
Simple Grant (50%)

Support the 
Collection of 

Language Data

Support Fine-
tuning of Large 

Language 
Models

OPENEuroLLM

€ 20 millions 
SME Grant (75%)

Develop and 
make available 

one open-source 
large language 

foundation 
model

LLM-BRIDGE

€ 6.8 millions 
Simple Grant (50%)

LLM Booster for 
Regional 

Innovation and 
Digital Growth in 
Europe. Startup 

accelerator

DIGITAL Work Programme 2024 (4 projects )



• Join forces with the other 18+ Member States to collect date and co-develop 

models and services

• Greece is a member of ALT-EDIC

• Support Local Economy in adopting multilingual AI solutions and export 

outside Greece

• Ensure your language is represented in all European AI and language models

• Benefit from FSTP (cascade funding) opportunities in ongoing Digital 

Europe projects
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One Last Thought: Why it matters?
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Thank you

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 

not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Diapositive 1 The Alliance for Language Technology EDIC and the Common European Language  Data Space
	Diapositive 2 Data Union Strategy 
	Diapositive 3 Data Union Strategy
	Diapositive 4 Data Union Strategy 
	Diapositive 5 Digital Omnibus
	Diapositive 6 EUROPEAN BUSINESS WALLETS
	Diapositive 7
	Diapositive 8
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10 European Language Technologies Landscape
	Diapositive 11 The Common European Language Data Space (LDS)
	Diapositive 12 Language Data Space – Architecture
	Diapositive 13
	Diapositive 14 Alliance for Language Technology EDIC (ALT-EDIC) 
	Diapositive 15
	Diapositive 16
	Diapositive 17 Action Plan - Data
	Diapositive 18 Action Plan – Existing Models
	Diapositive 19 Action Plan – New Models
	Diapositive 20 Action Plan – Ecosystem
	Diapositive 21
	Diapositive 22 One Last Thought: Why it matters?
	Diapositive 23 Thank you

